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Three SQngs of Jertrude Stein

Text:

#1: "Tillie"
Tillie labor Tillie labor eye sheds or sheds, Tillie labor Tillie labor late in
shells ear shells oil shells, Tillie labor Tillie labor shave in sew up ups ups
Tillie Tillie like what white like white where, like, Tillie labor like where
open so or Tillie labor. Tillie lay Tillie laying Tillie laying, Tillie lime, Tillie
Tillie next to a sour bridge next to a pan wiper next to ascent assent, next
to, assent, assent.

(1914)
n "
#2: "Come out cow
COW come out COw come out CoOw come out come out COw COwW come out come
out COwW COW come out COw come out COw come out come out COw COw come

out come out COwW COW Come out COw come out cow come out cCOw come out
COW COW come out cow come out.

From "Emp Lace" (1914)

#3: "A Sonatina"

I need her, she needs me, she needs me, I need that she is splendidly robust.
Please me by thinking at ease.

She is gentle and considerate. She can do no more than be gentle and
considerate and we find that to be quite enough to satisfy and not rebuff.

Little singing charm can never do no harm, little baby sweet can always be a
treat. And are sonatinas in music boxes and do they follow one after the other
and are music boxes grind organs yes or no. I believe it and I told her so and
she believed it as I very well know. I tell her so so.

Oh no I love you so oh no.

I have often heard it said that a skylark never goes to bed. I have often heard
it said that they sing. I have often heard it said that they are suddenly ahead
and I have often heard it said that they sing.

I see the moon and the moon sees me, God bless the moon and God bless me. ~

From "A Sonatina Followed by Another" (1921)

Text ©1953 by Alice B. Toklas. Used by permission of the estate of Alice B. Toklas.
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Performance notes:

There is no solo part in song #1, "Tillie." The soloist may sing with the chorus. The
soloist enters in song #2, "Come Out Cow," just after letter E and in a free rhythm. She should
make no attempt to coordinate her rhythm with that of the rest of the chorus. The chorus
continues repeating the phrase at letter E until the soloist gets to letter F (approximately 8
repetitions) at which time the conductor should cue the chorus to go on to letter F. The
soloist's part after letter I is likewise in a free rhythm, uncoordinated with the rest of the
chorus, though it should work out that she finishes at approximately the point shown, that is,
before the rest of the chorus finishes.

The solo part in song #3, "A Sonatina," is likewise unsynchronized with the rhythm of
the chorus, except that the soloist should try to line up with the points given by vertical
dashed lines. With practice, these points can be arrived at naturally, without obvious rushing
to catch up or waiting.

The speaker in "A Sonatina," though optional, is preferred, and may be either male or
female. He or she should speak loudly enough to be heard over the chorus and soloist, and a
microphone may be used if necessary. However, care should be taken that the spoken part not
dominate or interfere with the lullaby-like mood of the piece. The speaker should speak the
same lines as the soloist at a moderate pace, beginning each line slightly before the soloist
begins singing the corresponding text and overlapping somewhat with it. The speaking should
be matter-of-fact, without great emotional expression, as in the manner Stein herself speaks
on the recordings she made of her own poetry.

Program notes:

Gertrude Stein (1874-1946) was a pioneering modernist in American literature, though
she lived most of her life in France. There she endeavored to create in literature the same
objectification and focus on the immediacy of thought that her friend Picasso had created in his
Cubist paintings. At times she went even further, making language into a fascinating
abstraction where the sounds of the words themselves finally trump meaning. As a composer, I
have long been attracted to her musical perspective of language, her use of repetition, and the
seeming simplicity of these supposed "difficult" works.

"Tillie," from 1914, is one of many literary portraits that she composed, where she used
language not to explicitly describe the subject, but to indirectly suggest a picture in the
reader's mind. Though the subject of this prose poem is unknown, we can easily hear the busy-
ness of her activities through the rhythms Stein makes of the phrase "Tillie labor." Gradually
the words like Tillie's activities transform through delightful puns and wordplay until Tillie
finally slows and her "ascent" becomes "assent."

"Cow come out" is a paragraph from a longer nearly abstract poem, "Emp Lace," also
from 1914. "A Sonatina" is from the very long poem, "A Sonatina Followed by Another" which
she wrote in Vence, France in 1921. According to her friend and collaborator Virgil Thomson,
the title refers to her habit of improvising "sonatinas" on the white keys of the piano, though
she had no musical training whatever. Though the poem is filled with charming though
fleeting images of her stay in southern France, I have extracted bits of the prose that show its
lullaby-like mood and which often seem to refer to her life partner, Alice Toklas.
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Soprano solo enters here in free rhythm
and not in synchrnomization with the
chorus. However, the solo should end
approximately at the point shown, before

the choir ends.
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Stein Song #3
A Sonatina

from "A Sonatina Followed by Another"
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Speaker: 1 need her, she needs me,

her,
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Speaker: she needs me,
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Speaker: 1 need that she is splendidly robust.
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Speaker: Please me by thinking at ease.
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Speaker: She is gentle and considerate.
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Speaker: And we find that to be quite enough to satisfy and not rebuff.
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Speaker: Little singing charm can never do no harm.
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Speaker: Little baby sweet can always be a treat.
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Speaker: and are music boxes grind organs yes or no.
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Speaker: and she believed it as I very well know.

Speaker: 1 believe it and I told her so.
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Speaker: 1 tell her so so.

K Speaker: Oh no I love you so oh no.
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I have often heard it said that they sing.
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Speaker: 1 have often heard it said that a skylark never goes to bed.
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Speaker: 1 have often heard it said that they are suddenly ahead, and 1 have often heard it said that they sing.
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Speaker: 1 see the moon and the moon sees me,
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Speaker: God bless the moon and God bless me.
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