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Rational Basis
Notes

Guitar 1 is an electric slide guitar. The instrument may be fretless or the player may use a pencil or similar
implement under the strings next to the nut to lift the strings above the frets. Similar instruments may be
substituted on this part, for example electric violin or electric viola with appropriate octave transpositions.

Guitar 8 is an electric bass guitar.

Guitars 2, 4, and 6 are tuned as follows:

Tuning relative to
String | Nominal pitch | equal temperament | Explanation
1 e E +2 cents Normal tuning
2 b B +4 cents Normal tuning
3 g G -31 cents 7/4 from A
4 d D -29 cents 4/3 down from G
5 A A +0 cents Normal tuning
6 E E +2 cents Normal tuning
Guitars 3, 5, and 7 are tuned as follows:
Tuning relative to
String | Nominal pitch | equal temperament | Explanation
1 e D -29 cents Same as E string below
2 b A +0 cents Concert A pitch
3 g E +2 cents 4/3 down from A
4 d C -33 cents 12/7 down from A
5 A G -31 cents 4/3 down from C
6 E D -29 cents 4/3 down from G

The electric bass guitar is tuned as follows:

Tuning relative to
String | Nominal pitch | equal temperament | Explanation
1 G G -31 cents 7/4 from A
2 D D -29 cents 4/3 down from G
3 A A +0 cents Normal tuning
4 E E +2 cents Normal tuning

Guitars 4, 5, 6, and 7 require capos.

The score and parts are written in scordatura; that is, players should interpret the parts as written, even
though the pitches heard will not necessarily correspond to those written. Part 1, however, is written
approximately as it should sound, although the player will need to listen and adjust in order to tune to the
other players. Except for part 1, all pitches should be played on open strings, natural harmonics, or on the
octaves of open strings. For example, the B above the staff should be played on the 12th fret of string 2 (B
string), not on string 1.

Guitar timbres should have a healthy amount of distortion but little if any artificial reverberation. Except
for long notes, notes should be as dry as possible. Players should damp the strings when possible after
eighth notes, for example.

The numbers following the rehearsal numbers indicate the total number of times each section between the
repeat signs should be played.
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