The Question Mark's Black Ink

for piano, percussion, and tape

Bill Alves




The Question Mark's Black Ink

for piano, percussion, and tape

Bill Alves

The tape is available in two formats: four-track analog (quarter-inch) or digitally encoded video tape
(16-bit PCM or delta modulation) with the following configurations:

Analog tape Digital tape Contents

Track 1 Digital left chanmel Audio left channel

Track 2 Digital right channel Audio right channel

Track 3 Linear audio left channel  Click track to be sent to percussionist's headphones
Track 4 Linear audio right channel Click track to be sent to pianist's headphones

The instruments should not be amplified.

Percussion instruments (1 player): 31-inch tam-tam (or as close to that size as is available), vibra-
phone, glockenspiel (bells), 3 different sized suspended cymbals, 6 small gongs of graduated sizes
on a padded table, mallets, bow.

The pianist is required to bow the piano. This can be done with: 1) a rosined wooden or fiberglass
dowel about 1/8 inch in diameter, 2) pre-threaded rosined fishing line or thread, or 3) anything
else which produces the same effect without amplification.

The tape was realized on a Synclavier™ 1I digital synthesizer using as sound sources the same piano
and percussion sounds which are played live.

This work is dedicated to S. L. Hough and to Vicki Ray (piano) and Mark Nicolay (percussion) who
commissioned the piece and first performed it.

Approximate duration: 16:45

©1986 Bill Alves
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